Low: 51°
Mow: 63*F High: 75¢

full farecast

SunHeraldgscom

...... P iy
| JORT AND -\. |.[| '.._'_.__

Clear
SEARCH (v] FOR [ SEAR(
Web search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH
HOME HEWS SPORTS “OUR LIFE BUSINESS OBITUARIES DISCUSS SITES OFIMION CAR
NEWS - LOCAL P ——
Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008 n MY YﬁHDﬂ.'.i
Comments (07 | -'-F Fecommend (0) [=9E-Mal
- - &4 PRIMT
Artifact, Coastians greet Yankee o

friends

By KAT BERGERON - kbergeroni@sunherald.com

Descendants of Mississippl and Connecticut Ciil WWar soldiers who fought in Pass Christian continued 123
years of fiendship Tuesday when they gathered for dedication of a new Civil WWar monument at Vickshurg
Matianal Military Park.

They honared a tradition begun in 1885 when Connecticut Sth Infantry veterans, going against national
sentiment, returned a 3rd Mississippi flag captured in an Apnl 4, 1862, skirmish that forced outnumbered
Rebels into retreat.

Billy Bourdin, who in the 1980z asked Fass leaders to adopt the flag now known as the Friendship Flag, was
there, as was Russell Lott of Gulfport, who had an ancestor in the skirmish,

Grady Howell, Bilaxi native and author of "To Live and
Die in Dixie: A Histary of the Third Mississippi
Infantry, C.5.A " traveled fram Jacksaon.

"In 1585, the 'boys' from both sides joined hands
when the flag was returned,” said Howell, "so it's only
right that we repaid the compliment by joining hands
again.”

The monument does not concern the skirmish but
rather invalves the “Vicksburg deaths of 153
Connecticut Bth soldiers several manths later. They
were Irishmen, and Tuesday's opening prayer was
oftered by an lrishman, the Hev. Michael Kelleher of
Fascagoula's Sacred Heart Cathalic Church.

The behind-the-scenes star was the sword of Sgt.
William Doyle, one of the Sth's saldiers in the
skirmish. The rare sword was salvaged from the
Katrina-damaged callection at the Beauvoir museum
in Bilaxi. Amazingly, both it and the Friendship Flag,
nowe in state archives, surived.
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COURTESY EHAHLES L. SLILLIUAN ! Tom Callinan of

Connecticut iz among those holding the 9th Connecticut Infantny
anord brought to the dedication of a new monument at Widesburg
Mational Military Park on Tuesday. He shakesz hands with Grady
Howell of Jadkson, symbolic because both hawve ancestars an

opposite sides of an 18582 skirmish in Pass Christian.

F\ STORY: SUMNHERALD TV Friendship Sword

\h STORY: Captured 146 years ago, the Friendship
Flag has linked two states together since the Civil
War

1""& STORY: Flag recipient's grave crushed
VA STORY: Swaord's new role

The sword was brought to %icksburg by historian and
Beauvoir board member Charles L. Sullivan, who also
brought a Mississippl Magnolia Flag, upon which the
captured flag was patterned.

"A great many peaple fram Connecticut handled that
sword and flag, as we thought they would want to)"
sald sullivan.



