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It was a long time
coming, but state’s
Civil War role feted

Connecticut’s 9th regiment honored in Mississippi park

By PAMELA HITCHINS
Vicksburg Post

Vicksburg, Miss. — After
years of work and waiting, Con-
necticut will have a monument
in the Vicksburg National Mili-
tary Park.

It will be a tribute to the men ,

of the 9th Connecticut Regi-
ment Volunteers — known as
the Irish Regiment — who, in
the summer 0f1862, dug Grant’s
Canal across Louisiana’s DeS-
oto peninsula so Union ships
could bypass Vicksburg and its
Confederate guns. v

Long denied a place at the
military park because of the
timing of their service, the
9th’s monument will come to
fruition in October.

National Park Service work-
ers recently broke ground week
at the monument site, across
the river near Delta, La., where
traces of Grant’s Canal remain.
The canal was begun in June
1862 and abandoned the fol-
lowing January after several
disastrous attempts.

The 9th was there for two
months. About 150 men from
the regiment died from malar-
ia, dysentery and heat stroke.

One of them, John Marlow
of New Haven, Conn., was the
great-great-grandfather of Bob
Larkin, a Cheshire, Conn., resi-
dent who has worked for nearly
10 years to see a memorial at
the park for the men of the 9th.

“It’s been tiring but very
rewarding because of my. an-
cestor,” Larkin said in a phone
interview, shortly after the
centerpiece of the Connecti-
cut monument was unveiled in
a Hartford ceremony by Gov.
M. Jodi Rell. “I found a lot of
other people with ancestors
who were in Vicksburg that are
interested in history and were
anxious to see some mention of
what they went through. They
weren’t at the final battlefield
and siege, but they were there
the year before.”

The monument to the 9th’s
efforts is black granite and
comprises abase, a center panel
winged by two side pieces and
two benches. The centerpiece
is nearly 9 feet tall and weighs
5,827 pounds. Mounted on the
side pieces are bronze plaques,

" one in the shape of the state of
Connecticut. The plaques tell
the history of the 9th, which
also saw action in Baton Rouge
and New Orleans.

Vicksburg National Military
Park historian Terry Winschel

was at Grant’s Canal recently
as work progressed on the site,

a quiet, flat, grassy area fringed

with trees.

“The monument’s center
panel has laser etchings of the
soldiers, including some of the
faces of the men who worked on
the canal,” he said. “The black
granite stone is beautiful.”

The pieces will be assembled
and rest on a concrete plaza,
which will include a central
area in the shape of the state of
Connecticut with its counties
shown in different colors, Win-
schel said.

Nearby, a series of metal tab-

lets and information markers

already line the path and tell
the story of Grant’s Canal, rem-
nants of which are just beyond
the site on the 2.56 acre prop-
erty. Other units besides the

- 9th also worked on the canal, as
well as about 500 slaves mus-
tered from nearby plantations.

“This will open a whole new
chapter of interpretation for
us,” Winschel said.

The area will not be manned,
but is included on park maps
and in the latest edition of park
brochures being printed as the
site work gets under way.

In its initial establishment
of the Vicksburg National Mili-
tary Park, Congress authorized
monuments for the 28 states
with units that fought in the
1863 campaign and siege of
Vicksburg, Winschel said. All
28 of those states have erected
monuments.

Because the 9th Connecticut
worked on Grant’s Canal dur-
ing the summer of 1862, sepa-
rate legislation was required to
expandthe park’s province.

Passed in 1990, the bill au-
thorized memorials for two
additional states, Vermont and
Connecticut, which served in
the 1862 campaign, and to ac-
cept the donation of the land.
Vermont has not yet accepted
its invitation. .

Winschel praised Larkin and
the committee that worked to
see the Connecticut monument
become areality. -

“It’s been a very time-con-
suming process. Also very ex-
pensive. I have no idea what the
cost of the monument was, All -
the funds were raised private-
ly,” he said.

Larkin said the 9th was
called “the Irish Regiment” be-
cause many of the men were
first-generation Irish-Ameri-
cans or immigrants. The Web
site of the Connecticut Irish-
American Historical Society
prominently features the 9th
and its Vicksburg monument
and puts the estimate for the
cost at $60,000, a figure Larkin
confirmed.

“We had early support from
the Knights of Columbus,” he
said. “One of the first Knights
of Columbus — the original
Supreme Knight — was a ser-
geant in the Connecticut 9th at
Vicksburg.”

Another benefactor was the
Connecticut Commission on
Culture and Tourism, whose
executive director, Karen Sen-
ich, joined Rell, Larkin and oth-
ers at centerpiece unveiling in
Hartford.

The official dedication cer-
emony will be Oct. 14 at the
Grant’s Canal site.




