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Resident Takes On Monumental Task To Honor State’s Irish Regiment

by John Rook
Herald Siaff

Al Vickiburg Nationnl Park i Misis.
sippi. monuements from 28 siates stamd
proadly over a field once filled with he
saands of war, Durisg the American Civil
Wir, Vicksburg hod been o stromghold of
the Confederacy, and was the site of ope
of the most famows hatthes of the conflicr
These wha el are remembered 2 far ns
the eve can see.

Comnecticud, heewever, has no such mon-
ument, even though the Conmsciscur Nineh
Regimend—called The Irish Regimen
because of the beritnge of the majority is
troops —had been o pan of the Yickshuarg
sigpe. The Regiment, which included 11
Cheshere residents, hnd been fesponsible
for comstructing an ill-fated canal tha was
supposs b help Union ships bypass the
dangerss canmons that bed lhnml_lh 1he
cily. The plan cost many of the soldiers
their lives, yet, when 0 came time for of-
ficials @t the Vicksbung Mational Park 1o
invile siates o build monaments honoring

black grunite monamest boooring  the
245 soldiers in the Ninth Regiment will
be ereched in Vicksburg Naional Pask, o
maoment thal will mark the end of a I""'-.'.-'
Journey lead by Cheshire resident Boben
Larkin

Larkiam, a retired sdministra-
tar for Southem Mew England
Telecommunications Corpoga-
i (SNET) — now ATET
becanse imlerested inthe Ninth
Regimeni im the late 1950k,
Larkin knew his great-grand-
father, Pvi. Johm  Bdar-
low, had been
i member of
the  lIrish
BEegiment
ansl that be
hstl werved
o Wicks-
bairg.

Hevwever, after some reseanch., bie discow-
credl there was no mention of his pelative's
caplois al Vicksborg, amd that the Irish
Regiment was ot menalioned at ofl,

“Wicksburg considers the siege and cap-
ture of the city 10 have laken place

between April and July of 1863."
stabed]  Laskin, who has become
somewlal of a Civil War history
baff after researching his greas-
prandfaber's invelvemen [n the
war, “The Minth [Regiment] was
ihere before that time period, so
they didn’t consider them 10 be a
part o the actual hanbe.”
Larkin's imitial curi-
oty st ol o flurry of
oomespondence with
officinls  From  the
Vicksburg  Mational
Park who, originally,
remained

stendiasy in thear decision not o include
aity recognition of the Connecticut iroops
However, o ULS. Senate bill was passed in
190 stating that the timelranse accepicd
by the park shoubd be expanded amd thar
thase whi had worked on ihe camal —re-
ferred 10 ns Grant™s Canal after General
Ulysses Graml=should be  recognined,
Larkin received a lever o few wvears baer
from the Vicksharg Motionnl Park Ser
vices saying that they woukl be *honosed”
i have a monument commemarating the
MNimh Regiment,

*“That really started a series of things and
i thing just hed 1o another,” said Larkin

The Cheshire resident then began ex-
ploming options for a monument, He stamed
& commalee. calisted ibe help of several
local organizntions, [rom the Chedhire
Historical Society 1o the Connecticut [rish
Americian Club, and began 1o research how
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In Ocieder, @ hiack granite  momamen,

their fallen Beroes, Connecticoun was lelt off

ihe Envitatiom list.
That is all about to change,

In Ociober, a 10-Toar-gall, |I.'I-E'|'|-ul:-||,1|1-_g,
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studlar pr this provotvpe, will be erected fn

Vicksburg Novonal Park in Micsissippi o

horar the 845 soldiers of the Minih Bepimenr,
N oaf wham were from Cheshire
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Monument Is Overdue Tribute To Local Civil War Soldiers
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much a mofuiment would evenbu-
ally cost.

Marhicu Memaorials of South-
ingion was hired 1o come up with
il fineal design, and after years of
working with park officials, gov-
emment oflicials in Conmsciicut
and mizing the necessary funds
to baurld the nxmurrrnt—:ppm:-:i-
metely 530,000 —the first picees
of the monument finally amived
in Conpecticut this vear.

=l never expected it to become
this inwodved.” laughed Larkin,

The monument will serve as a
Lasting irabute 10 a Regiment tha
bl seemingly been f\.‘:rﬁ-wluu
during the Civil War. Many other
offwers within the Union army
hesl Booked down on the Regi-
ment, pecarding 1o Larkin, be-
cause the Ik were viewed ns
lvagr-glass cilizens.,

Yer the Insh-Bomn soldiers soan

proved their  woh, I:-chnm'l.ing
one of the firs reglments o cap-
tre Confedersle colors. masch-
ing through Mew Orleans when
the city finally fell. ansd being
involved im same of the fiercest
fighting of the war just oudside of
Richmond.

Their time at Vickshurg proved
i b the most costly, however, OF
the 245 soddiers who first left wilh
the Irish Begiment i 18561, 250
bl died by the end of the war,
with |50 of them dying while iry-
ing to constnact the canil,

O of the desd was Mardoow,
Larkin's great-grandfather, who
died of malasia while n‘vnrl'.,in; i
the heat owside of the city.

When completed, the mono-
ment will have the faces off sev.
erad of the soldiers who served in
Minth Regimemt eched ino the
reflective granile. The Regiment's
seal willl be displayed an the 1op,
along with Erin Go H:rngh_ the

patriotic Irish phrase translaied as
*Ireland Posever,” written on the
b,

Two gramite park benches will
be sct up on both sides of 1he
mowurment, Which will be erecied
on a smoll parce] of lasd that sill
as the remnants of the canal 1he
sodidiers trieg fo baild,

Anexlubation of the mooument
is plonned im Fuly for Gov. M.
Todi Rell, and them a formal cer-
emany and the unvelling of the
moanument 15 apped for Ociober
in Vickshurg.

However, Larkin has even h-ig_--
ger plans for the nsoaunsenL.

With the help of a bocal -:ngi-
neering  opmpany, Milone and
MuacBroom, Inc. a design for a
oncreie sland lor the monument
has been developed. Darawm in the
shape of Connectecut, 11 would
highlight the differem coumses
within the state.

Jasom Willinms, an engineer o
Milone and MacEroxm, has been
integrdly involved in i design
phiase of the stand, amd stated tha
he and his fiom were happy o
help Larkin expand the scope of
the monameni

“Thias wis really a wsonderful
opporismity for us g give back 1o
the conmmunity anid g belp Boben
widh this propec.” said Williams,

The stamd, scoording o Wil-
ligmes, would be the first of s
kimd ar Vicksharg and would gi\.f
peophe visiting the site an oppor
tunidy to mol only bearm about the
leeroes: o thhe Minth Regiment it

also ahe Stace of Connecticut 25 a
svhiclie,

“You woldld @ven be able io see
il on Crrogle Earth and oiber Web
sipes, which ssems o be ssme-
thing people are very excited
aboal,” stabed Willizms Current-
Iy, there is po timeframe for the
sland s constnection amd the todnl
cost of such a progect has not been
eslumabed, Williams said.

The Minth Regimsent monu-

menl has become preity much a
full-ume job for the now netined
Larkin, but it bas afforded him the
opporuniy 1o meel new paople
angl henor the seldiers who gave
lhier hives Fo their sEale,

"l am happy te know that theee
will bz =zomething permanest
there 1o homor the state, the Bogi-
menl and my  ancesborn,” stabsd
Laskin. "Thar &= what [ am meost
peledased abod.”



