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Local artist intricate part of Connecticut’s
Civil War monument project at Vicksburg

By DIANA CARR
SPECIAL TO WEEKEMD

DURHAM — Resident Kerry Sheldon'is part of
something big, and the pure joy she exudes tells
you that she knows it

A former pediatric nurse, she is now a com-
posite design artist who does “photo restoration
digital image editing™ by computer.

[Leam more about her business, Casual Clicks,
by going to www.casualclicks.com.)

Her journey to the “something big™ began
when Bob Larkin, who had seen her work, asked
her to do a couple of photo restorations.

Larkin, whose great-great-grandfather fought
with the Ninth Connecticut Volunteer Infantry
(known historically as The Irish Regiment) in
Vicksburg, Miss., during the Civil War, is oversee-
ing a project that is giving Connecticut its due.

It all began when his family went to Vicksburg
National Military Park, the largest Givil War
cemetery in the country, and saw no mention of
the aforementioned infantry or of Connecticut.
Further imvestigation revealed that monuments
were only allowed for states that fought in the
Vicksburg campaign from March 29 to July 4,
1863. Connecticut had fought in 1862,

Legislation was
“ad? of changed in 1990,
granite allowing Connecticut
shipped from  its monument, and
in 2005, Gov. M,

overseas, the | . o\ oceved an
monument ivitation from the
weighs in, National Park Service
alonq with its fo erect a monument

9 at Vicksburg National
two benches, iy park. Larkin
at 15,531 and a committee of
nnunds. 40, who had con-

tacted Rell, were now
given “the green light™ for the project.

Sheldon says the photo restorations that Larkin
asked her to do tumed into designing the artwork
that's being etched on the monument, a project
that began two years ago. In February, artist
Stacy Mathieu began etching Sheldon's designs
onto the monument.

(She and her husband's family own Mathieu
Memariaks and Granite Works, which iz located in
Southington, and are providing the monument.)

For the bottom panel, Shelddon used a compos-
ite of several pictures in order to tell a story. *1
took elements of different images and creatively
placed them so that it all works," she says.

The story is of the Connecticut soldiers who
were ordered to dig a canal on the Mississippi
River, as part of a strategic military plan, Many
died from heat exhaustion and disease. Sheldon's
photo montage shows the men working, and a
medic and two soldiers assisting a fallen man.

The middle panel consists of photo restora-
tions of some of the men in the Ninth Connecticut
Volunteer Infantry, arranged so that the viewer
will see his or her face reflected in the midst.

Sheldon says she had to get creative because
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Kerry Sheldon, a composite design atist from Durham, Is restoring several images for a Civil War monument in Vicksburg.

the photos were often taken after the men had
aged, or had changed ranks. She found it chal-
lenging to find the appropriate uniforms and
Insignias, and gives credit o historian and former
Connecticut State Troubadour Tom Callinan for
doing the research that made everything on the
monument historically accurate.

The top panel bears a depiction of a flag with
the Ninth Connecticut Volunteer Infantry and the
official State Seal of Connecticut. The original
flag, which Is in the Hall of Flags {in Hartford),
has experienced the ravages of time, says
Sheldon — a fact that has presented her with
ane of her biggest challenges,

Working with an old photo of the original flag,
she digitally painted, by computer, the missing
components. She has done all the artwork except
for the Connecticut State Seal, which was pro-
vided by the siate.

Al the paneis have images on both the front
and back.

“It's been very much of a collaboration, "
says Sheldon. “Bob and | bounced ideas fior the
artwork off sach other, and then he took the pic-

tures to the committes. Sometimes Stacy would
ask me to modify the Images. It's a very dynamic
process. Though the etehing has started, many
of the images are still in the final tweaking pro-
cess”

It's & huge undertaking, to be sure. Made of
granite shipped from overseas, the monument
weilghs in, along with its two benches, at a hefty
15,531 pounds.

The centerpiece is currently at a warehouse in
West Hartford, and will be shipped to Vicksburg
Mational Military Park after completion and exhi-
bition in Connecticut. It is scheduled for exhibition
in August at Hartford State Armory. The remain-
ing pieces and the benches are at Royal Melrose
Granite (in Minnesota), being cut to size, and will
be shipped to Vicksburg Mational Military Park.
The dedication ceremony will be held at the park
on Oct. 14.

Larkin and Sheldon, along with their families,
will be there. /

Larkin says, "Without Kerry's'work, the monu-
ment wouldn't be what it is today. She has done
s0 much with the portraits, which needed a lot

of worlk.. She spent hours and hours on the fine
details that make it all come to life."

The respect goes both ways. Says Sheldon,
“Bob put all this together. it's his project. He's
the driving force behind this. Without him, the
monument wouldn't be happening.”

And both are proud to be-part of, shall we
say, this monumental task, Says Larkiny “For my
ancestors and the soldiers of Connecticut to bae
overinoked for so long, and to finally get the rec-
ognition they deserve — it's very satisfying.”

Sheldon points out, “The monument is to
ramember the men who left their families to
sarve their country and to fight for what they
believed in. It's 50 we don't forget whet they did
for their country.

“This is one of those things you never imagine
could happen to you, it's a once-in-a-lifetime
experiance.

To be able someday to point to something and
tell my grandchildren that | was a part of the pro-
cess will be incredible.”

For information, see http.www jimiarkin,
comAthRagimantShRegimentHome.fitm,



