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One for the

i from the Civil War

Jim Sheehan, left, Robert Larkin and Tom Callinan, shown here af Hew Haven's monument to the Ninth Regiment Con-
nesctcut Volumbeers, want to have & moaumernt to the regiment placed in Vicksburg, Miss. Larkin has raised thousands of
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Civil War soldier’s descendant leads charge
to raise a monument in the South

By Jim Shellen
Register Stadl

CHESHIRE — There's little

doubt Py, John J. Marlow would
be proud of his great-great-grand-
son, Robert Larkin,

Braving vast expanses of time

and geography, charging past gov-

ernment bureawcracies and pick-

ing up allies along the way, Larkin

has made it his mission to honor
the final resting place of his fallen

RALLY 'ROUND

m Aryong wishing bo make a donafion fo
e Vickshurng monumend i ihe Minth Regi-
mnt Connectiou Volumieers may contact:
HAT Inc:., 9th Vicksburg Mosurmént, Box
EEE«E I'Iaﬂ:én GTOES1T,

ancestor in a Mississippl swamjp.

And he's getting remarkably close  engagements.

to his goal.
Larkin wamnts to put up a black,
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granite monument — & feet, 10
inches tall — at the Vickshurg
National Military Park on behali
of the Minth Regimeni Connecti-

cut Volunteers. More than 150
members of the Minth Connecti-
cut, including Larkin's great-
great-grandiather, died of disease
while digging a canal at Vicksburg
prior to one of the Chil War's key

The colors of the Ninth Regiment Con-
See Ninth. E2  necticuf Volumteers.
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Ninth: ‘v’u:ksburg monument will honor ‘Irish Regiment’

Connnued from El
Howewer, becanse the Ninth
Connecticut didn't see combat in
the Battle of Vickshurg proper, its

efforts ane mot recognized at the
site amvong those of Ciwvil War sol-
diers from odher slabes,

Larkin amd his cohorts, includ-
ing the Knights of Columbus in
Mew Haven, the Irish Hisiory
Roundtable, the Irish American
Historical Society and the local
Civil War Roundiable, will no
abide this. The Ninth Conmecti-
cut was known as “The Trish
Regiment.”

“It*s terrible there's no mention
of the Ninth,” says Larkin, a 65-
vear-old SMET retiree, “This has
faken a lof of tums, but it keoks
like we'll finally see something.”

this for abouwt six years, He ﬂﬁ
ures it will cost $30,000 for the

morummiEnt, and he his donations

and pledges for 518,000 so far,
The biggest donor is the Knd
of Columbus, which has
£10,000. Dne of the Knights'
original leaders, James Mullen,
was a sergeant in the Minth Con-
necticut who served at Vicks-
bairg.

As for Larkin's ancestor, Pvi.
Marlow, he was an Irish immi-
grant wha came to New Haven
some time before 1850, He lived
on East Street, worked as a labor-
er, and he and his wife had five
ciildren,

Marlow signed up for the mili-
tary in September, 1861,

"They left in November and e
was dead by July,” Larkin notes.
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Vicksburg, located on the Mis-
sizsippi River, was critical to the
Unioa Army s plan to control all
shipping along the Mississippi
and isnlate the Confederacy,
Northern wilr strategists wanted
to dig a canal at a bend in the riv-
er near Vicksburg, thus allowing
Union ships to avoeid Conledesate

. guns positiomned there.

Hundreds of soldiers, as well
as slaves, began digging the
camal in the summer of 1862, but
were unable 1o complete the
task. Working in 100-plus tem-
peratures, with a lack of suffi-
cient drinking water, many of the
soldiers fell prey to malaria, dys-
entery and other diseases in the
swamy,

The official engagement at
Vicksburg didn’t get going until
the spring of 1863, Combined
Union and Confederate casualties
reached 20,000,

“There's a dﬂaﬂ&‘d area al
Vicksburg National Military Park
called Grant”s Canal,” Larkin
says. “That's whene they tried to
dig. There's no mention of the
Ninth Connecticut.”

However, in 1990 :hzfedn?ra]
government expanded the official
definition of the Vicksburg

t to include the canal
project of 1862, Larkin was able
to get permission for 2 Connecti-

cut monument, pending various

design approvals,
“We g0l a comimilles going.”
Larkin savs. “We started out with

the idea of pulting in a gignpost
marker and then gradually

the idea of having a picoe of gran
fte with a bronze plague.”

Ultimately, Larkin and compa-
ny agreed 1o a design submitted
by Mathien Memaorials and Gran-
ite Works of Southington. The
company is an agent for Roval
Melrose, which has worked on
national monuments such as the
Korean War Memorial in Wash:-
ington, D.C.

The new monument propoesed
for Vicksburg will include the
Minth Connecticut®s seal, eich-
ings of the faces of several sol-
diers and a brdef narrative of the
regiment s service daring the
War,

“I'm hoping that in a month
wiit can submil our plans to the
Mational Parks Service,” Larkin
gays.-The approval process could
take up to six months, after
which the local group could
enter into a contract to build the
MORATent,

“We just want to tell the siory,”
Larkin says. “This will do it."

Jim Sheltor can be reached a (203)
FRU-5664 or fhelion@alregisten com



